New Heart Community Church

Series:  Find Home through the Holidays

Good News-The Gift!
Sunday, December 6, 2009
· The Gospel really is all about ACTION
· A SIMPLE OPPORTUNITY 

James 2:14-18(NIV)

 14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

 18But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." 
      Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 
· My deep concern…IS YOUR FAITH REAL?

· We must move beyond TRANSACTION FAITH to ACTIVE FAITH.

· How the Good News-the Gift…becomes a reality in your life.  

2 Corinthians 3:17-18; 4:1-12(NIV)

17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
· Inference-do you have a sense of freedom in your life?

18And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
· Are you a different person today than you were a year ago…five years ago?  

 1Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God.
· What I loved about Haiti 

 On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

 7But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 

· Our lives are to be a PICTURE of our relationship to Jesus

· We are carriers of the GIFT…we are the GOOD NEWS
Luke 2:8-14(NIV)

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 

 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 

I Corinthians 3:2-3(NIV)

2You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. 3You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.
· Jesus gave us an EXAMPLE OF REMEMBERING…because it’s so easy to forget and think…
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